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Status 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-3.9-12.14-18 and 20-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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6) KI Claim(s) 1-3. 9-12. 14-18. and 20-24 is/are rejected. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed 
on 03/21/2007. 

Response to Amendment 

The Examiner has acknowledged the amended claims 1 - 3, 9 - 10, 14 - 15, 18, 
20, and 22. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 3, 9 - 12, 14 - 18, and 20 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Ho et al (US 5,805,298; hereinafter Ho) in view of Tiller et al 
(US 5,568,536; hereinafter Tiller). 

Regarding claim 1, Ho teaches a method for establishing e-mail communication 
between who/which both have access to the Public Switched Telephone Network, 
without the need of being connected to the Internet (fig. 1), comprising the steps of 
establishing the data link, and PPP connection between the sender and receiver 
application (col. 3, lines 36 - 43); and transferring the e-mail message (s) to receiver 
device over TCP/IP (col. 3, lines 43 - 47). 
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Ho teaches substantially all the limitations, but fails to specifically teach the idea 
of establishing e-mail communication between a sender device and a receiver device 
over PSTN without the need of being connected to the Internet. 

However, Tiller teaches in an analogous art, the idea of having an e-mail 
communication to be conducted over the PSTN without the need of being connected to 
the Internet (see abstract; col. 7, lines 20 - 35). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Ho by establishing e-mail communication 
between a sender device and a receiver device over PSTN without the need of being 
connected to the Internet as evidenced by Tiller for the purpose of sending and 
receiving e-mail through an existing communication network system other than the 
Internet, thereby saving resources and saving time. 

Regarding claims 2, 9 - 10, 20, and 22 - 24, Ho and Tiller teach all the limitations 
in claim 1 , and Ho further teaches a method according to claim 1 , further comprising the 
steps of composing one or more electronic mail messages on the sender device 
through a graphical user interface (GUI) application (col. 4, lines 7 - 42; col. 5, line 15 
through col. line 23); setting up a telephone connection and data link from the sender 
device to receiver device; accepting an electronic mail message from the sender device 
by the receiver device; storing an electronic mail message on the receiver device (col. 
4, line -42; col. 5, line 15 through col. 6, line 23); terminating the data link and telephone 
connection^, 4, lines 7 - 42; col. 5, line 15 through col. 6, line 23); perceptibly indicating 
that an electronic mail message has been received by the receiver device; and visually 
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presenting the electronic mail message, including attached files, by a graphical user 
interface (GUI) application on the receiver device (col. 4, lines 7 - 42; col. 5, line 1 
through col. 6, line 23). 

Regarding claim 3, Ho and Tiller teach all the limitations in claim 1 , and Ho 
further teaches the step of retrieving the telephone number of the receiver device from a 
database (col. 6, lines 58 - 60; col. 7, lines 6-17). 

Claims 11 and 12 substantively incorporate the limitations of claim 9. The reason 
for the rejection 9 apply to claims 1 1 and 12. 

Regarding claim 21, the Examiner takes Official Notice that using an RS-232 
interface is well known in the art. (see cited reference US 6,934,862). 

t 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Chen et al (US Patent Number 6,510,455) discloses an electronic mail message 
checking system (see col. 3 and col. 4). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yves Dalencourt whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3998. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 7:30AM - 6:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272 4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
April 30, 2007 
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